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ANICIUS MANLIUS SEVERINUS BOETIUS, 
of the Confolation of Philofoply : In five Books. Made 
Englifh, and illuftrated with Notes, by the Right Ho- 
nourable Richard Lord Vifcount Prefton. . London, 
1695. in Oftavo, Printed for Awnfham and 
John Churchill, at the Black Swan in Pater- 


nofter-Row ; and Francis Hildyard Book/eller in 
York. 


HEY muft be altogether Strangers in the Com- 
monwealth of Learning, who are not acquaint- 
ed with this Immortal Work of Boetiws ; and 
I cannot wonder enough that fo ufeful a Book 
has been fo long flighted, and that fince Chaucer’s time no 
Body has been invited to give it an Englifh Drefs. The 
noble Author of this Tranflation has therefore mightily 
oblig’d the World in prefenting us with this Verfion; nay, 
he has put a great Obligation upon Boetiws himfelf; for 
this is an excellent Proof that this Work is anfwerable to 
its Title, and that it affords Confolations in the moft fad 
Circumftances. | 

The Original being fo well known, and the Tranflation 
being the Work of fo able an Hand, it would be fuperflu- 
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ous to give youa Character of the firft, or to commend 
the other ; and therefore I fhall conclude by recommend. 
ing this Book to every Body asa proper Remedy in Ad. 
verfity, and an excellent Prefervative againfi the dange- 
rous Charms of Profperity. 





The World bewitch’d ; or an Examination of the common 
Opinions concerning Spirits , their Nature, Power, Ad- 
miniftration and Operations: As alfo the Effects Men are 
able to produce by their Communication : Divided into four 
Parts. By Balthafar Bekker D.D. and Pajftor at Am- 
fterdam. Vol.1. Made Englifb, &c. in 12°. London, 
1695. for Richard Baldwin é# Warwick-lane. 


EW Books, I think, have made fuch a Noife as this 

of Dr. Bekker ; and when you have read it, ’tis like 
that you will conclude, as wellasI, that the World muft 
be certainly bewitch’d. The Author has divided his 
Work, as you may fee by the Title, into four Parts, where- 
of we have only the firft Volume in Englifh. What is his 
Defign we may learn from his Preface, wherein he fays, 
that the Opinion or Idea Men have commonly of the De- 
vil, is unreafonable, and derogates from the Glory of 
God, to whom they make the Evil Spirit almoft equal: 
“ Therefore, fays he, this Book witnefleth for me, that 
“ I fer up the Glory, Power, and Wifdom of the Sove- 
“ reign Majelty of the World, as muchas they had ta- 
“ ken from him to be communicated to the Devil: I ba- 
“ nifh from the Univerfe that abominable Creature, to 
“chain him in Hell, that Jelus our Supreme King may 
“ more powerfully and fecurely reign. You may fee by 
this, that he does not intend to fhew that there is no De- 


vil. 
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vil, but only to prove that Men have wrong Notions of 
his Power. 

This Volume contains XXIV Chapters, whereof the 
firft treats of the Importance and Ufefulnefs of the Inqui- 
ry heisabout. Then the Author examines what was the 
Opinion of the antient Pagans concerning the Divinity, 
and Spirits in general, either good or bad ; and of hu-. 
mane Souls feparated from their Bodies: and this which 
he takes frem the Greek and Latin Books, makes the Sub- 
jeGt-matter of the 2d, 34, and 4th Chapters. He comes 
afterwards down to ourtime, and inquires into the Opi- 
nions of all the Heathens of the World: Firft in Exrope, 
in the 6#/ Chapter; after in Afia, in the 7th and 8¢h. 
Chapters ; and then in Africaand America, inthe 9th and 
10th: In the 11th the Author fheweth that the Pagans, 
both Antient and Modern, have had a Notion of a Divini- 
ty that is Almighty, but that they have affociated with. 
that God fome inferiour ones; which Demons, as the 
Greeks called them, were thought, and are fo ftill at this 
day, to have a fhare in the Adminiftration of the Univerfe,. 
dire€ting the Affairs of Men under the Authority of the 
Sovereign God, and being Mediators between him and 
Men. They believed alfo that they did converfe with 
fome Men, who could by their Means know and effect: 
things above the Power of Nature; and from thence are 
come Diviners, Sorcerers, and Magicians. 

The Author proceeds in his 13# Chapter to fhew the 
Opinions of the antient Jews, who, fays he, were taug it. 
by Holy Scripture, that there was but one God; that 
the Soul was Immortal ; but that there were no Demons. 
or inferiour Gods, as Pagans did fancy: He fays antient 
Jews, for as to modern Judaifm, it isin his Opinion. 
much mix’d with Paganifm. ‘The Mahometans, out of 


the Light of the fame Scripture, acknowledg one —. 
and. 


























122 Mifcellancous Letters. . 
and created Angcls good and bad, and the Devil as chief 
of them: But fays he, Chapter the 14h, they are, not- 
withftanding thofe Principles, taclin’d as much as the Pa- 
gans to Divinations and Witchcraft. 

He comes then to the Chriitians, whom he confiders as 
before Popery, under Popery, and fince Popery; and 
fheweth that the Primitive Chriftians did infenfibly in- 
troduce amongft themfelves many Opinions of Paganifm 
and Judaifm, which have increafed under Popery to fuch 
a degree, that Chriftians have not been afhamed to afcribe 
to Angels, and to the Souls of the Deceafed, but more 
efpecially tothe Devil, all the Miracles which the Hea- 
thens attributed tro Demons, Devils, and inferiour Gods. 
This Inquiry takes up feven Chapters, trom the 15th to 
the 21/7. Inthe mean time he takes notice, that though 
the Manichees Errors were condemned, yet their Opinions 
have been propagated in Chriftianity,even to our time; and 
that the Proteftants themfelves notwithftanding they give 
lefs Credit than oti:ers to che common Opinion of the De- 
vil’s Power, yet labour under many Errors about this 
Point: This is the Defizn of the 22d and 23d Chapters. 
In the laft, viz. the 2444, Dr. Bekker compares all thofe 
Opinions cogether, and conciudes that the common Opi- 
nion which has been in Requcft amongft us to this day, 
had its Original from Paganiim; and that we muft not 
fuffer our felves to be feduced and blinded by a falfe Ap- 
pearance of Piety, without having Recourfe to the Light 
of Scripture and Reafon. In fhort, fays he, I fhall prove 
that thefe are Thoughts that never were infpired into 

hriftians by the Holy Scripture, fecing that thofe who 
read it, and under(tand it leaft, give moft Credit to thofe 
fort of things. 

This is the Subftance of the firft Book ; and having not 
as yet read che other, I fhall only tell you, that by a kind 
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of an Abridgment of the whole Work which is prefix’d 
tothis Book, it appears, that as the firft Book treats of 
the rife of the Opinion concerning the Devils, the follow- 
ing difcovers what Scntiments we ought to have of him, 
of nis Power, Knowledg, A€tion upon the Souls or Bo- 
dies of Men, the Wind, the Air, Fruits of the Earth, 
and the like 3 aud what we ought to think of Divination 
and Witchcratt. 

This firft Part being but a Colle€tion of the various 
Opinions of Men about this Matter, it has not been at- 
tended with great Difficulties; but I long to fee how the 
Author willanfwer fome Paffages of the Scripture that are 
diametrically oppofite to his Opinions, and explain, with- 
out admitting the Power of the Devil, thofe furprizing 
Operations of Conjurers obferved in the Weft-Indies. by 
many credible Travellers. 





De la Connoiffance de foi Mefme, 2. ¢. Of the Kynowledg of 
ones felf. The fecond Treatife. ‘The Introduction to the 
Kyowledg of ones felf,. wherein Man is examin’d according 
to his natural Being. By P. Dom. Francis Lamy, « 
Religious Benedittin of the Congregation of St. Maur. In 
Twelves, at Paris, 1694. Vol. 2. 


HIS Treatife is divided into two Parts, the firft of 
| which contains 12 Refle€tions upon Man’s Body, 
and its Functions. The firft RefleCtion which a Man 
makes when he confiders his Body, is, that.it 1s a Portion 
of Matter extended, capable of Greatne/s, Littlenefs, and 
Divifion. The firft Fun@ions which reprefent them- 
felves to his Eyes are, Waking, Sleeping, Drinking, Eat- 
ing, Walking, Breathing, Mourning, Speaking, Be 

ion, 
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{tion, Nourifhing, Seeing, Hearing, Feeling. In all thofe 
there’s nothing which is not ealy and practicable to the 
Body by the Motion and Repofe of its Parts, as they are 
diverfly form’d and ordered. 

The three RefleCtions following are upon the Principle 
of Sentiment, and upon the Matter thus: When I turn 
mine Eyes towards an Objet, befides the ACtion of the 
Rays whofe thin Membran is mov’d, I perceive the faid 

bye€t, and have an Idea of it, which either pleafes or 
difpleafes. But what’s the Caufe of this? Is it the Ob- 
je€t which moves my Organ ? Can that yield Pleafure or 
Difpleafure which hath none? That corporeal Obje& can- 
not at upon my Organs, but by its Extent, Figures, Mo- 
tion or Repofe ; but it’s evident that of whatfoever Mag- 
‘nitude or Figure the Object be, it is not a whit the more 
proper to caufe Pleafure or Grief. All that it can do is to 
move my Organs; but I oughtto diftinguifh betwixt chat 
Motion and the Sentiment or Perception join’d thereunto. 

And if the Obje& cannot produce in me that Perception 
or Sentiment, we muft examine if it does not at Icaft ad- 
minifter occafion to my Body to produce them; bur if my 
Body no more than the Objet cannot act but by its Mag- 
nitude, Figure, Motion or Repofe, it is my Soul then 
which is the fole Caufe of my Perceptions and Sentiments, 
and which produces in me Pleafure or Grief. ‘Thofe who 
have their Foot cut off feel the fame Pain a long time af- 
ter: It was not the Foot then which felt the Pain before 
it was cut off, but the Soul which refle€ts and reafons, 
and difcerns betwixt Grief and Pleafure, becaufe it alone 
hath the Sentiment of them. And hence I am convine’d 
that it is wholly different and diftin& from the Body, and 
is neither corporeal nor divifible. | 

The fifth Refle€&tion demonftrates clearly that Man is 
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compos'd of two very different Subftances, viz. a Body 
and 
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and a Being which hath nothing corporeal. WhenI hear 
the Cannon thunder, and fee great Slaughter, my Body 
endeavours to avoid them; but in the meantime I am 
afham’d of it, and force my felf to put on a more coura- 
gious Countenance. Whence then happens this Conilif:? 
There muft of neceffity be two to make a Ducl: my Body 
hath allthat’s needful to Ace from fuch Dangers; what 
isitthen that retains it, and obliges me cto expofe my felf 
rather to be cut in pieces than to retire? It is fomewhat 
chat values it felf upon Honour and Glory, which is nei- 
ther my Heart nor my Brain, and muft be theretore a Be- 
sng which hath nothing material nor fentible. 

When I examine my felf further, I Gad fomething in 
me which choofes and determines: It cannot be my Body, 
for there’s nothing more eafy than to chain that up, 
whereas nothing can reftri€&t my internal Liberty, by 
which I diftinguifh two very different Natures in my felf. 

The more I refle@ upon my felf, the more Fun@tions I 
find, whereof my Body cannot be the Principle. I have 
Idea’s which are purely fpiritual: I think on Juftice, 
Truth and Infinity; [ underftand the Relation of things, 
and the Relation that there 1s amongft thofe Relations of 
things. Irefleét upon my Idea’s to fee whether they be 
juft, upon my Judgment whether it be true, and upon 
my Inclinations whether they be right. The Body does 
not refleGt after this manner ; a Vapour of animal Spirits 
which runs in my Ficth is not capable of thefe Fun€tions. 

The Continuance of thefe Reflections will bring a Man 
who examines himfelf, infenfibly to confefs that he is 
more certain of his having a Soul chan that he has a Body. 
Several diftemper’d Perfons have imagin’d, that they had 
{till the Arms and Legs which they. had loft. Any Man 
may conceive himfelf without a Body, can think, judg 
and reafon without a Body ; but none can judg, reafon or 
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refle&t without a Being. Fromthat Moment that we are 
convine’d of our having a Perception, itis certain that 
we exift, and in this Perception itis that the Nature of 
the Soul doth confft. 

Seeing the Effence of every thing isthe Source of its 
Properties, thenif by Perception alone we can difcover 
the Properties of the Soul, tt will bea new Proof that its 
Effence confifts in its Perception. The Immatevriality of » 
the Soul is clearly included in its Perception. The more 
that we compire Perception with the Idea that we have 
of the Body, that is to fay, with the Extent, the more we 
ice that the one holds nothing of the other; for if the 
percipient Being have no Extent, it has nothing material. 

Nor is it any thing more difficult to be convine’d of the 
Onenefs of the Soul: for every Man conceives that there 
is no morethan one percipient Being in himfelf; for if 
there were more than one, he fhould be morethan one Man. 

Liberty is nothing elfe but a Confequence of the Pow- 
er of Perception. A Being effenrially percipient carries it 
felf towards the Objects of its Perceptions: Indivifibility, 
Spirituality, and Immortality, flow from the fame Spring. 
If the Soul be immaterial and indivifible, it does not des 
pend upon the Body, nor die with it: It cannot be de- 
ftroy’d by all the Force of Nature. The great Principle 
of Natureis Motion, and its Power tends to diforder, di- 
vide and bruife; but it cannot divide any thing in a Being 
which hath no Extenfion nor Parts. God who can anni- 
hilate the fame, by ceafing to preferve it, will not do fo; 
for that would be contrary to his Immutability, Wifdom, 
Goodnefs and Juftice. 

The four laft RefleGions furnifh new Charaéters of the 
Immortality of the Soul. Thefe mentioned hitherto are 
drawn from the Funétions of the Spirit, its Perceptions 
and Reafonings. Thofe which follow are drawn from 
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rhe Heart, and chiefly from the Love which it hath for 
wavy, Truth, its own Happinefs and Perfeétion. And 
thus (heAuthor finifhes the firft Part of his fecond Treatife. 
In ie Second he {peaks of the Union of the two Sub- 
ftances which compofe Man, examines wherein it con- 
fifts, the Caute, Confequences, Defe&ts and Advantages 
thereof. He finds a ftrange Difproportion betwixt them, 
and great Difficulty to comprehend their Union, efpecial- 
ly when compar’d with other Unions which he knew. It’s 
eafy to conceive how two Bodies are united when they 
have fuch a Correfpondence by their Extent that they 
touch immeciately. It’s eafy alfo to conceive how two 
Spirits are united, when they turn their Thoughts and Af- 
fections toward one another; but neither of thofe are to 
be found berwixt the Spirit and the Body. The Spirit 
hath no Extent by which it may touch the Body, nor the 
Body any Thoughts or Affections to turn it toward the 
Spirit ; yet they are fo ftrictly united, that it is impoffible 
to wound the Body without afflicting the Spirit. But the 
Dificulty confifts in knowing wherein this Union con- 
fifts: It’s not like that of Bodies nor Spirits, as above- 
mentioned ; nor can tt be conceiv’d as a Mixture of Pou- 
ders or Liquors, or fuch a Penetration as that of Fire in 
hot Iron, or any Intermixture; for thofe forts of Uni- 
ons can only happen betwixt Bodies: For difcover- 
ing the Medium to approach Subftances fo remote, we 
muft have recourfe to the Means which difcovered their 
Union, One of thofe Means was, that the Spirit ts trou- 
bled after another fort, at that which befals its own Body, 
than at that which befals others ; and no Change can hap- 
pen to the Body but the Spirit is made fenfible of it by 

Joy or Grief. 
The other Mean is, that the Body is far otherwife fub- 
jected to the Spirit than other Bodies are, The Spirit 
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commands and removes it according to Pleafure, whereas 
other Bodies continue unmoveable at all its Commands, 
Thofe two Mediums, which make us conclude that there 
is an Union betwixtthofe two Beings, demonftrate that 
this Union confifts in the mutual Correfpondence of the 
Thoughts of the Spirit with the Motion of the Body: 
And in this manner are thofe two Beings united as imme- 
diately as they can be. ‘They cannot be united by the 
Relation of their Subftances, feeing an extended Subftance 
and a thinking Subftance have no Relation, They cannot 
be united by the Relation of che fame manner of Being, 
{eeing here they have no Semblance: They cannot then 
be united any otherwife than by their diferent manners 
of Being, which have fuch a Connedtion that the one does 
accompany or neceflarily follow the other; that the 
Thoughts of the Spirit do excite the Motions of the Body, 
and that the Motions of the Body give Birth to the 
Thoughts of the Spirit. 

Mott Philofophers were of Opinion, that we ought 
not to fearch for any other Caufe of this Union, than the 
Affinity which there is betwixt the Spirit and the Body, 
They reprefented them as incompleat Beings, which have 
a mutual Inclination to one another. But our Author 
finds himfelf obliged to enquire after another Caufe of 
this Union ; and after having had recourfe, but in vain, 
to all created Beings, he afcends as high as the Creator. 

All created Beings are either Bodies or Spirits. But 
fecing the Union of the Spirit and the Body 1s the Work 
of an Intelligent Being, it 1s plain that the Bodies which 
have none could not be the Caufe thereof. Created Spi- 
rits, though they have Underitanding, yet have not Pow- 
er enough to unite two fuch different Subitances, and 
render their manners of Being fo reciprocal, as that fuch 
Motions of the Body fhould be certainly accompanied 
with fuch Thoughts of the Spirit, or that fuch Thoughts 
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of the Spirit fhould be neceffarily accompanied with fuch 
Motions of the Body. None is able to furmount the Op- 
pofition of thofe two Natures but the Author of Nature 
himfelf. Nothing lefs than Infinite Wifdom could in- 
vent the Laws of this Union, and nothing lefs than Infi- 
nite Power could put them in Execution. 

The reft we leave till next Week. 





A Difcourfe of the Refurrection, fhewing the Import and 
Certainty of it; by W. Willon, M. A. Rector of Mor- 
ley # Derbyfhire. London, Ocfavo. Priated for Wil- 
liam Rogers at the Sum in Bleetttrect. 1694. 


HE Author’s Defign, as appears by his Epiftle Dedi- 
catory, is toawaken Men toa Senfe of their Obli- 
gationto Holinefs. In his Introduction he gives us this 
Paraphrafe on the Text, Iz Chrift (ball all be made alive; 
that our Souls fhall not for ever be {eparated from our Bo- 
dies upon the Account of Adam’s Sin ; but we fhall rife ro 
another Life, becaufe Chriit who is our Life has appear’d 
to take away Sin. He has alfo this excellent Remark, 
That the Enemies of Believing find fault with Faith, for 
that very thing which makes it acceptable and pleafing 
to God, wiz. intakiv: ibiags for granted that we have no 
watural Krowvledg of : which he proves by Abraham’s belie- 
ving avainft Hope, aud was tuerefore fliled the Father of the 
Faithful. Andthus he fiys God makes a Trial of us by 
the Doétrine of the Refurrection. His Book ts divided 
into two Parts. Inthe firft he confiders the Import of 
the Refurrection, and f{cveral Opinions about it, and ad- 
vances that Opinion of there being a third Place, be- 
fides Heavcn and Hell, for feparate Souls; which, ac- 
cording to him, isthe Hades, where they live in a vaga- 
boud State, and wasder in unknown Regions: and _ 
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he will have Chrift’s Soul to have been while his Body 
was in the Grave ; and that the Souls of Believers reft 
chere in Hope, and rejoice in the Favour of the Lord, 
being inthat Houfhold of Faith of which Abraham is the 
Father, which inthe Jewith Phrafe was called Abraham’s 
Bofom. In Chap. 2. he treats of the Refurreétion, as it 
denotes the railing of our Bodies, wherein he tells us, 
that the Certainty of ic depends upon Revelation ; and 
if we know not how it can be done, it is becaule we 
know notall thatGod can do. He has alfo this tudicious 
Refletion, that we ought to be cautious how for remo- 
ving the Cavils of Scepticks we fiart new Notions of a 
Refurrection, left while we endeavour to remove the Ob- 
je€tions, we deltroy the Truth of it. Here fie alfo ob- 
fervesthat the Heathens, though fome of them who be- 
lieved that the World had a Beginning, and that Man was 
created, could not but believe that it wasas poffible for 
God to make a new Body after this was turn’d to Duft, 
yet they conceiv’d it impoflible to revive a dead Body: 
And to perplex this Do€trine the more, as they choughr, 
they burnt the Bodies of Chriftians, and threw their 
Afhesintothe Air or the Sea. He gives this Commen- 
trary onthe Scriptures, telling us, that we fhall rife with 
{piritual Bodies ; that our Bodies {hall not need thofe Re- 
frefhments of Meat, Drink, and Sleep, that now they 
ftand in need of, but fhail live as Spirits. He anfwers 
the ObjeCtion of our Bodies being chang’dinto Spirits, 
from Jefus’s coming in where the Difciples were affem- 
bled when the Doors were fhut, alledging that that only 
tells us the time when, but not the manner how he ap. 
pear’d. Thenhe advances it asa more probable Opinion, 
that after the Refurre€tion we fhall live upon the new 
Earth, than that we fhall afcend into Heaven; and explains 
that Text, 1 Theff. 4.17. of our being caught up together 
in the Clouds to meet the Lord ; that we fhallonly be con- 
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ducted through the Air tothe Judement-Seat. Then he 
tells us, that it will be a dreadful! thing to the Wicked to 
rife again, becaufe rhey mult go into Bodies that will vex 
and tormeat them with intemperate Appetites, and into 
Bodies that they will be afham/d of, as being bloated with 
Intemperance, and deformed with all the Marks of Luft 
and Wickednels that here they have contraCted : whereas 
the Righteous are cloth’d with Bodies of Light and Glory, 
beautified with all the Graces and lovely Features that be- 
long to heavenly Bodies. In Chap, 3. he treats of the Refur- 
rection as it is an entring us upon an immortal Life. Here 
he explodes the Notion of its being better to live in a State 
of Damnation,than to be annihilated ; and anfwers the Que- 
ftion how we can be faid to begin to live an immortal Life 
then, when the Soul is immortal now, by telling us, that 
the Life which we now live is then made immortal, by the 
immortal Soul’s dwelling inan immortal Body. Our Author 
alferts, that as Adam was not naturally mortal, neither was 
he naturally immortal, but thinks it reafonable to believe 
that a Body that was not created corruptible, as Adam’s was 
not, would not have diflolved to Duft again if he had not 
corrupted it by Sin. He does alfo fuppofe that the Fruit of 
the Tree of Knowledg would have been Adam’s Reward to 
have fecured and perfected all the Wifdom and Knowledg 
he by his own Induftry had acquir’d, had he waited God’s 
time; and that by eating thereof he might have been made 
immortal, when by a Courfe in Vertue and Piety he 
was become fit for a Tranflation to that Place where 
there’s no more need of Meat nor Drink: And to this he 
thinks that the Tree of Life, whofe Leaves are for the 

healing of the Nations, Rev. 22. 2. alludes. . | 
In the firft Chapter of the fecond Part he treats of the Re- 
furrectionas reveal’d; and in the Second of the Refurre&ti- 
on as exemplified to us inthe Refurrection of Chrift : and 
here he confiders the Certainty of Chrift’s sees 
BULLY 
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and what ground of Certainty we have thence for ours, 
Astothe firft he proves that it is well attefted, that they 
who were the firft Reporters of it could not be deceived, 
and that it could be no Contrivance ; and how ridiculous 
that Scory of the Jews, that his Difciples ftole him away 
by Night, appears. in the fecond Se€tion, he confiders by 
what Power he role, and reconciles the Texts that afcribe 
ic to himnfelyjwith chofe that afcribeit to God, by this Com- 
mentary, that hedid thereby manifeft himfelf to be the Son 
of God equal to the Father, the Refurrection being in St. 
Paul's Stile, the working of the exceeding Greatnets of the 
Divine Power, Eph.t.19. and Rom.1. 4. that he was de- 
clared tobe the Son of God with Power, according to the Spirit 
of Holinefs, by the Ref urrection from the Dead. So that the 
raifing of himfelr being an Act of Omnipotence, it’s no 
wonder that they who believe he was no other than a mere 
Man fhould {tumble at tiiis ; for to believe it of any Man, 
isto believe that he has Power to do that which none but 
Godcando. The third Chapter treats of the affured Prin- 
ciple upon which Chriftianity teaches us to ground our 
Hopes of a Refurrection, viz. as Chrift rofe for our Jufti- 
fication. And our Author’s Notion of this Juftification is, 
that it isan acquitting of us fo far from the Sentence alrea- 
dy pafs’d upon us, that we fhall not die eternally, becaule 
we are already condemned to die, but fhall affuredly live 
again: And this Advantage he fays all Mankind have by 
the Death of Chrift; that we are put intoa juftified State, 
have receiv'da new Law; and that the Righteoulaef$ which 
God accepts of, and will reward with eternal Life, is the 
Conformity ot our Lives tothis new Law of Faith. The 
reft of his Book is {pent in the Defence of this Notion ; and 
that our laft Trial will be, whether we deferve the For- 
givenefs that is with God. So that while weare in this 
World we are ina State of Probation, and cannot affuredly 
fay of our felves, that we thall undoubtedly be glorified. 


Cog- 
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Cognitio Ret Numaria; ze. The Kyowledg of Medal;, 
for the Infiruction of thofe who defign to ftudy how to 
know Old and New Medals. At Leiplick, in 4°. 1694. 


Aving in Fumb. 5. fpoke fomething in general of 
; the Commendation of this Study, under the Head 
ot Piet as ex Nummis, we come now to give you the Idea of 
a Treatife on thae Subje€t, wich is writ with fo much 
Eloquence, Learning and Brevity, that nothing could 
be pofibly better done for thofe who admire that curious 
Science. The Author’s Modefty hathdepriv’d the World 
of the Advantage of knowing his Name; and though 
we mutt own that he deferves infinitely well of the Pub- 
lick, yet the Difcipline of the Times is enough to have 
fatisied him, that no body wouid have offered fo much 
Violence to his Modefty, as to have erected Statues for 
him in every Street, and offered them Incenfe and Ta- 
pers, as was done to Marius Gratidianus, when he firft 
difcovered the Way of proving the Roman Denarii. 
However, though we know not the Author, we will hug 
his Book. 

Tn his Preface he declines faying any thing in praife 
of this Study, after the Endeavours of fo many Great 
Authors; but only this, that it is a Study no lefS be- 
coming Ingenuous Spirits, than that of Hiftory; for the 
Truth of which there are no better Vouchers to be found 
than Medals: But feeing thofe who fearch after the Mo- 

ey of the Antients, in order to increafe the Knowledg of 
Medals, are many times impos’d upon by thofe who, for 
Lucre’s fake, obtrude Counterfeits inftead of true Medals 
upon the World; he promifes tofhow us which way we 
may avoid being cheated, and includes all that is worth 

our Knowledg concerning Medals, in twelve Rules. 
His 
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Hw firfi 0 concerning the Age of Money or Medals; and 

the Time which heightens their Value. 

T he Antients dealt by Barter with one another ; ard the 
difficulty of coining Metals hindred the making of Mo- 
ney fora long time: And at this Day there are wiioie Na- 
tions to be found who have no Money. And Metals came 
in ufe for buying and felling, along time before they were 
form’d into Money or Medals, which,fays our Author,are 
divided into Old and New: And fome efteem all thofe as 
Antient, which were coin’d before the 9th Century ; but 
he is rather of Opinion, that the old Ones ought to deter- 
mine withthe 4#Century, inthe Reign of the Emperor 
Theodofins; and thofe he calls New which have been coin’d 
within thefe 3co Years. : 

The Antient Medals are divided by the Antiquaries in- 
to thofe of the Greeks and Latins. The Grecian Medals, as 
they exceed the Romans in Antiquity, do alfo very much 
excel them in Art, and the way of expreffing the Figures. 
And of thofe, fuchas were coin’d by Cities, are elder than 
thofe that were coin’d by Kings. 

The Confular Medals are the Eldeft of the Latins; for 
the firft Kings gave none in Gold or Silver, if any: And 
the Account of Families is that which is moft Antient in 
the Roman Medals. The Medals of Emperors, are either 
thofe of the Aged or declining Empire: the firft begin- 
ning at fuliws Cefar, or Auguftus, and ending at the thirty 
‘i yrants : and the latter extends from thence to the taking 
of Conftantinople by the Turks. 

Amongft the new Medals, thofe of every Nation where 
they have been coin’d are admitted ; and by them Popes, 
Emperors, Kings, Princes, Cities, and famous private Men 
are alfo reprefented. They do likewife commemorate 


Battels by Land and Sea, Coronations, Marriages, and Fu- 
neralsof Kings; with all other TranfaQtions of Note, Sa- 
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cred or Profane : And they have this Advantage, that they 
are more eafily underftood, becau‘e things are frefh in our 
Memory, they affign the Epocha’s, are le!s obnoxious to 
Flattery than the Antients, tree from Counterfeits, feeing 
ic may be eafily diitinguifhed which are founded, which 
are coin’d ; and chat hitherto we have not found that any 
Counterfeits have been made in imitation of the true Ones. 
It is own’d, faysour Author, that the Series of the Popes 
for 250 Years, that is, from Martz the 5th, 1s delivered 
intirely in Medals: But thofe which precede Fuliws IT, 
are New, and were ccia’d by the Care of Bédot, and Car- 
dinal Francis Barberini, in the Papacy of Alexander VII. 
But the Succeffion of the more Antient Popes is only to’be 
learn’d by the Leaden Seals affix’d to their Bulls; and 
thofe do only exhibit their Names, with the Images of 
the Apoftles, Peter or Paul, Sixtus 1V. being the firft of 
the Popes who imprefs’d his Head upon the Money. We 
can deduce the Metallick Succeflion of the Empcrors 
of the latrer Ages, by help of their Money, from Char/e- 
main’s; and this is performed by Strada, until the Time of 
the Emperor Matthias, but by fuppofititious Medals for 
the moft part. The true Order of thofe Memorial-Me- 
dals which were really coin'd by the Emperors, begins at 
Frederick IY. to which the Medals of the Spanifb Kings 
ufe to be added ; but they gono higher than Phélip I. Father 
tothe Emperor Charles V. But no Nation ef the World 
did ever come near the Metallick Hiftory of the French 
Kings, which is entire from Chrift’s Time for 1200 Years 
together: yet according to Bidot, Charles VII. was the 
firft who ftamp’d his Image upon the Money. And Fa- 
ther Meneftrier hath, by anew Invention, compris’d the 
whole Hiftory of Lew XIV. in Medals, from his Birth 
tothis Day, very neatly. | 

But we muft refer you forthe reft of this Book to the 
iclawing Weeks, Books 
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I ert perfecutionis Vandalice in duas Partes diftinGa: 


prior complectitur Libros quing; Victoris Vitentis Epifcopi, 
& alia antiqua Monumenta ad Codices Manuicriptos collata & 
Emendata,cum Notis & Obfervationibus. Pofterior commentari- 
um Hiftoricum de perfecutionis Vandalice ortu,progreiin & fine. 
Opera & Studio Dom. Theodorici Ruinart Presbyteri & Mona- 
chi Benedittini @ Congregatione St. Mauri. [uv 8?. Paris, 1694. 
Elemens de Betanique, i.e. The Method of knowing Plants. 
By AL. Pitton Tournefort, of the Royal Academy of Sciences. At 
Parts, in 8’. 3 Vol, 1694. 
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New and eafy Method to underftand the Roman Hiftory. 

With an exaé& Chronology of the Reigns of the Emperors. 
An Account of the moft Eminent Authors,when they flourifhed: 
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